
Fountain College values and places great importance on 
our school goals. One of those goals is to improve reading
comprehension of all our students. For this reason, we are
excited to announce not only one, but two, new programs
offered at our school. MiniLit and MacqLit are specialised
teaching programs designed for children who are struggling to 
learn to read and have particular difficulties in the area of word
recognition/decoding and reading fluency, spelling,
morphology and vocabulary. 

The MiniLit program is delivered by Mrs Berrak Layic for students 
in Years 1-3 and MacqLit is delivered by Mr Ali Said Ozcelik for 
students in Years 4-9.  These programs are offered to students
who qualify based on their initial reading assessment. The
program is offered in small groups of up to five children. The 
program is intensive and fast paced, delivered daily for 1 hour, 
over 4 days a week.   Lessons are carefully sequenced using
explicit instruction, and student progress is frequently
monitored to ensure mastery of essential reading skills.  Daily
lessons cover the key elements of reading instructions 
including; phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, 
comprehension and oral language. Each lesson has three main 
components: Sounds and Words Activities – where children 
learn to pay attention to the different sounds in words and to
associate them with the letters of the alphabet.  Text Reading 
– which gives children the chance to practise their new skills. 
Story Book Reading – which involves the teacher reading and 
discussing a story book with the students, to help improve their 
vocabulary and comprehension.

MiniLit and MacqLit have been shown to be very effective
intervention programs, taking ten years to develop.  Research 
completed over the last five years has shown that students
consistently make remarkable gains following MiniLit and 
MacqLit instruction. The program has been applied in multiple 
trials in varied educational settings to a broad range of student 
demographics including Indigenous, low-SES, students with 
learning difficulties/disabilities, ESL/EALD etc.  The success of 
the program has been published in peer-reviewed academic 
journals, supporting the idea that MiniLit and MacqLit are 
successful programs aimed towards children who are struggling 
to learn to read. Intervening early is the best way to stop reading 
problems from becoming more established, and to bring students 
up to the level of their classmates before they fall too far behind. 

The duration of the program for each student may vary 
considerably. Upon successful completion of the program, stu-
dents will be back into mainstream classroom and will be more 
confident with the essential reading skills. Furthermore, dur-
ing the program, students are given workbooks to write and 
books to read. The school has generously agreed to cover the 
consumable expenses for MiniLit students exclusively for this 
year. As this program is part of the learning journey, parents will 
be informed of the program expenses with future students in 
2020.  If parents are interested in further information please 
visit the following link. https://customer.multilit.com/programs/ 

Mrs Berrak Kesser-Layic
Inclusive Education Officer
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FROM ADMINISTRATION PRIMARY SCHOOL
REMINDERS (YEARS 1-5)Student safety is the highest priority at Fountain College.  We 

have to make every effort to ensure that all students are 
under appropriate supervision at all times.  Our school hours 
are 9:00 am to 3:30 pm (main campus, Year 1 - 12). The 
earliest we can accept students being dropped off to school is at 
8:30 am. Students must be picked up by 3:50 pm, at the latest.  
Students attending clubs must be picked up at 4:30pm.  Please 
note that there will be no early dismissal of students after 3 pm. 

We ask that no class should be interrupted during 
teaching hours. If you wish to speak to a staff member, 
you must make an appointment. Parents/guardians must 
not enter or approach any classroom.  Any children who 
are going home early must be collected by the office staff.

Parents are not permitted to drive into the staff car park at 
any time. They must use the car park on Galena way or remain 
outside the front gates on Karri Way during pick up and drop off 
times. Please note that the maximum speed limits are as follows:
40 km/h between 7:30–9am and 2:30–4pm. The speed limits are 
determined by the law to ensure the safety of students and families. 

We trust that you will take the appropriate measures to 
ensure your child’s safety at all times and that you 
understand why we have to put safety measures in place. 
We hope all parents/guardians can work closely with the 
college in this matter. We thank you for your cooperation.  

Lateness
Some students are arriving late to school on a regular basis.  They 
need to be at school by 9.00am.  If they arrive after 9.05am they 
will be issued with a late pass.  Being late can affect a student’s 
learning as they start the day trying to catch up.  Most of the les-
sons in the morning are literacy which is vital for their learning.  
Could you please ensure your child is at school before 9.00am.

Homework
Every child has been given a homework booklet to be completed 
regularly during the term.  These booklets need to be returned 
every Friday morning to school to be marked.  Some students 
have not been doing their homework or returning their book-
lets to school.  Please ensure that your child is completing their 
homework and they bring it school every Friday morning.  Those 
that to forget their booklets or have incomplete work, will be 
issued with a homework pass which can result in a lunch time 
detention.
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Phone:       (08) 9458 3555

Email:       admin@fountain.wa.edu.au

Website:   www.fountain.wa.edu.au

Fri Apr 12    Anzac Day Commemoration

Fri Apr 12   Last day of Term 1

Tues Apr 30   Term 2 begins

Thurs May 2   Parent Teacher Interviews

Tues May 14 – Thurs May 16 Naplan Testing (Years 3, 5, 7, 9)

Mon May 20   Year 11 Exams begin

Mon Jun 3   WA Day Public Holiday

Tues Jun 4-Wed Jun 5  Eid Al-Fitr

Sat Jun 8   STEM Fest

Thurs Jun 20 – Tues Jun 25 Year 6-10 Exams

Fri Jun 28   Term 2 ends

Contact Us Events Calender
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KINDY
This term we started a new literacy program called PreLit. 
The children are learning about words and have become very 
good at identifying words in a sentence. Numeracy sessions 
have been exciting. Every week we are learning about a new 
number as well as learning about our colours and shapes. 

Harmony Day was a great success. The Kindergarten and
Pre-Primary class celebrated the day together. We 
had a parade to show off our wonderful costumes and
enjoyed a shared lunch together. The Kindergarten class took 
great pleasure in sharing pictures of their families with each
other. We discussed how our families are all different and that’s 
what makes our families unique and special. 

A few housekeeping issues- children need to remember to bring 
their water bottle and green folder every day.

This term has been a great success and I look forward to an
exciting Term 2.

Miss Carina Rychlak
Kindergarten Teacher

We cannot believe that Term 1 is already so close to the 
end, we have had an amazing term settling in to our new 
class and forming friendships with new peers. We are 
really starting to grasp our classroom routines and are 
excited to embrace all our new learning experiences. 

In Literacy we have been focusing on writing our names 
independently and we are progressing well. We have also 
been learning to identify words that rhyme through a range 
of nursery rhymes and songs. In Numeracy we have been 
practicing our counting and identifying numbers. We have 
been enjoying using 5-frames to represent quantities. 

On the 22nd of March we celebrated Harmony Day with the 
Kindy students. Families generously sent in plates of delicious 
food to share between the classes and we all really enjoyed 
the marvellous feast. Many of us came to school in our cultural 
clothes and we loved sharing with our friends our clothes and the 
countries they originate from. It was a fantastic opportunity to 
celebrate the wonderful cultural diversity in our school community. 

We are looking forward to more exciting learning opportunities 
in Term 2. 

Miss Michelle Urquhart 
Pre-Primary Teacher

PRE-PRIMARY
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YEAR 1

Year 1/2 students have settled into the routines of the classroom 
and have formed some wonderful friendships. They are always 
eager to help a peer in need.

In English we are continuing to work on recognising, reading and 
writing words with long vowel sounds, recognising
high-frequency words and writing simple sentences. 

In Mathematics we are revising addition and subtractions facts 
and looking at mental strategies to help with calculation. 

We are now starting to wrap up Science and HASS topics, 
showing our understanding through various assessments and 
projects. 

Miss Zayaan Albertyn
Year 2 Teacher

YEAR 1 AND 2

Hello again and welcome back.  This term is flying along very 
quickly and it feels like we have only just started!  

Literacy
We are currently using the InitiaLit program for literacy.  
Many students are well rehearsed in their letter sounds and 
knowledge and are ready to extend their knowledge and 
improve their reading strategies.  Some however, need more 
work, so it is important students are completing their literacy 
homework by reading their take home readers and completing 
set tasks on Spellodrome and Reading Eggs.

Numeracy
This term we have been using the new Stepping Stones text 
books in class and Mathletics to help learn new concepts and 
consolidate what they have learnt.  Congratulations to the many 
students that receive Mathletics awards.  Congratulations to 
Aseel who has been our Year 1 Super Mathlete recipient over 
the past few weeks.

Science
In Science we have been learning about minibeasts and their 
characteristics.  Have a look at some of the Year 1 students’ 
observational drawings of snails, ants and earthworms.

Visual Art / Design Technology
As part of our integrated studies, students have made clothes 
peg minibeasts.  They used a variety of materials to make drag-
onflies and ants.  Check out some of their great creations.

Miss Cecily Stainton
Year 1 Teacher
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YEAR 3
It is nearly the end of Term 1 and the Year 3s have been working 
hard in the classroom in preparation for NAPLAN next term.

In particular, we have been focusing on persuasive writing in 
our writing lessons and we are coming to the end of this unit. 
Our students have learnt to be very convincing, in order to 
persuade their chosen audience about a particular topic. They 
have also learnt how to plan their persuasive text and how to 
use a checklist to ensure they have included all the required 
content. We have also been practising both English and
Mathematics in our NAPLAN books and the students are getting 
better at understanding the wording of NAPLAN questions. 

In Mathematics we have been learning about effective strategies
to use when solving addition and subtraction questions. In 
Science we are investigating living and non-living things and 
identifying the different characteristics between the two. 

Lastly in HASS we have been learning about Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders and how they lived in the past. It has been 
a great first term and I am looking forward to Term 2 with your 
wonderful children. 

Miss Emma Clauson
Year 3 Teacher

YEAR 4
The Year 4 class has been very busy over the past couple of 
weeks. We have been working on our daily routines and are 
loving our crunch and sip time and morning fitness.

In English we have been learning about procedures and how 
to write a variety of different procedures. As a class we worked 
through the structure of a procedure and how to correctly order 
it. We then looked at writing a procedure to make fairy bread. 
We used our written procedures to then help us make the fairy 
bread. Overall it was a very yummy writing lesson.

We had a surprise incursion with a lady from the USA who spoke 
to us about Ancient Rome and the different types or artefacts that 
were used thousands of years ago over Skype. We learnt about 
how they lived and their day to day life. This was a great mini 
incursion and we learnt many things within the 45 minutes
talking to her.

In Science we have been looking at the life cycles of different 
plants and animals and how they interact. To get a closer look 
at the life cycle of a plant we dissected two different types of 
flowers and had a look at how the seeds were produced and a 
new plant was made. This was an interesting lesson as we got 
to have a close look on the different parts of a flower and how 
they all play a really important role in the lifecycle of a plant.

Miss Alisha Overton
Year 4 Teacher
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What a busy and productive term it has been so far! Year 5 had 
a great time on Harmony day, enjoying the Chinese dancing, 
cultural dress parade, and shared lunch. A big thank you to all 
parents who contributed to these events.

In English, we have been learning how to write persuasive and 
narrative texts and how to tell the difference between fact and 
opinion. We also continued with our NAPLAN practice and have 
discovered some interesting grammar rules. In Geography, we 
been researching biomes around the world, and in History we 
have just started investigating South America. In Technology, we 
created flipbooks and students are now building sets to make 
a stop motion movie. In Science, the students have explored 
plant and animal adaptations. They are now undertaking an 
endangered animal project to develop a better understanding of 
sustainability and the importance of conservation. 

The Year 5 class have also been working hard on following the
class rules and making smart learning choices. Please 
encourage your child to use Spellodrome and Reading Eggs as 
these sites offer great activities which will help improve your 
child’s progress.

Mrs Sasha Janes
Year 5 Teacher

YEAR 5
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The role of being an SRC (Student Representative Council) 
member is to be the voice of all students, to come up with 
new exciting ideas for Fountain College with the assurance 
that the advice given to students is balanced and relates to 
enhancing the quality of school life for all students.  As a 
member of the SRC, I speak for all SRC members, that we are 
willing to do service, respect all people and objects, to be 
cooperative and approachable, have a sense of ownership 
towards the school and to follow all school rules with great attitude.

Ayah Hourani, Year 11

SRC AT FOUNTAIN COLLEGE

NAPLAN
NAPLAN (the National Assessment Program for Literacy and 
Numeracy) is an annual national assessment for all students 
in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.  The tests have been scheduled for the 
mornings of Tuesday 14 May, Wednesday 15 May and Thursday 
16 May 2017.

This standardised test is important to both schools and parents 
as it checks to see how students are progressing and how well 
they have learnt the essential skills which are needed for their 
future.  Testing of these skills on a regular basis helps identify
strengths and weaknesses and allows teachers to adjust
teaching programs to ensure that each child is challenged at 
the right level and is constantly improving.  The tests include 
Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and Numeracy. Each test takes around 45 minutes 
to complete.

It is important to know that these tests are not ‘pass/fail’ tests, 
but they simply look at what level your child is achieving at in 
Literacy and Numeracy; both at a national and school context.  It 
is also important to know that this is not a test that students can 
study for, and students are not expected to do so.  The best way 
you can help your child is to reassure them that the tests are just 
one part of their school program and to encourage them to try 
their best.  

Here are some other ways in which you can assist your child in 
this area.

• The following website has some very useful NAPLAN
preparation packs you may wish to use over the holidays with 
your child.
http://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au/uncategorized/na-
plan-secrets-and-how-to-get-prepared-in-the-last-few-weeks
• Help your child with time management skills. One way to do
this is by setting your child a regular time slot after school in 
which they need to complete homework.
• Help them overcome any fears or worries about sitting
NAPLAN. Listen to any concerns they have. If your child con-
fesses to some nerves then validate their feelings, rather than 
shut them down with a ‘get over it’ response.   Some great 
advice on how to identify if your child is feeling worried or 
nervous, and what you can do to help them, can be found at:
http://www.kidspot.com.au/school/primary/testing/9-tips-to-
help-kids-prepare-for-tests
• Take your cues from your child. If your child doesn’t worry
about NAPLAN then neither should you. Be careful not to
create a problem that doesn’t exist by incessantly talking about, 
or worse, worrying about the test. 
• Focus your child on doing their best and trying hard. Choose
your words carefully when you speak with your children. As with 
all their learning activities, place your focus squarely on effort 
rather than results. 

NAPLAN is only one test during the year.  Please remember to 
speak to your class teacher if you require specific information 
about your child’s progress. 

Our SRC members for 2019 are:

School Captains: Ali Alriteemi and Melike Aldemir
Year 11:  Ayah Hourani
Year 10:  Nour Al Ani and Mustafa Ihsan Sakariya
Year 9:  Saliha Ciftci and Ayse Topcu
Year 8:  Nada Abu Obeida
Year 7:  Mya Lily Hourani and Fahd Al Ani
Year 6:  Aynur Yasar and Maryam Suhaib
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A huge event in our school is STEMFest, in which students use 
their knowledge of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
to create, build and investigate solutions for the world around 
us. In 2019, we have decided to integrate the Arts into STEM 
to help broaden our students’ creative thinking to solving real 
life problems. We now have three areas of STEAM – The Arts,
Advanced Science and Coding. The students will spend a 
semester coming up with solutions to problems that 
concern them. This allows the students more tools to utilise, 
as well as providing smaller classes to provide then necessary 
one-on-one feedback needed for such large-scale projects.

STEAM ELECTIVES
Advanced Science

The Year 7/8 Advanced Science class have been splitting their 
time between developing their science inquiry skills and 
researching into their semester-long project. It is necessary 
to develop proper investigative skills before conducting their 
experiments and investigations, so their results are valid. 
The students were given a basic chemistry experiment with 
multiple observations such as temperature change, colour 
change and bubbling. They first needed to determine which 
chemicals caused what change, then they needed to investigate 
how changing one of the chemicals would affect the final result. 

The students have spent a minimum of 30 minutes every week 
researching for their final project so they have a thorough 
understanding of the information they wish to share with 
the world, how they will obtain that information through 
experimentation and what materials they will need. The students 
have learnt in this process that materials are expensive, thus 
careful planning is required to ensure they stay within budget.

The Year 9/10 Advanced Science class have had a different 
focus. The students have been conducting a long-term 
chemistry experiment with iron nails and oxidation. They have 
researched and collected data over a number of weeks to 
write up in a final report similar to what they will need to do in 
ATAR science subjects. This provides them exposure to what is 
expected of them in the coming years. The students have been 
doing exceptionally well because they have demonstrated 
critical thinking as well as independent learning. They have 
also been researching into their own STEAM projects. The 9/10 
students will do a class project, as well as small group 
projects. I look forward to seeing what projects they come up with.

Miss Pamera Tee
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In Year 7/8 STEAM Arts this term students began by attending a 
three-week design thinking workshop. Since then students have 
been using their design thinking skills to imagine, invent and 
plan a large scale art project which is focused on relevant world 
problems. For the rest of the semester, students will be working 
on their projects which include, but are not 
limited to, a money tree, an underwater installation and an app 
designed to cure loneliness.  

In Year 9/10 students in STEAM Arts are learning the art of
sculpture and masks. Students have been designing and
creating mask sculptures made of plaster. Students used their 
own faces to mould the masks and have just begun creating their 
imaginative designs.

Miss Mikaela McGinnity

Art Drama

This semester we have two Drama Elective classes, Years 6 to 8 
and Years 9 to 10. Each class will have a different focus every term. 
This will result in a performance for assessment at the end of term.

The 6-8 elective class is new this year and we are very excited 
at the large number of students in the class. This term we have 
been working on character development. Students have spent 
four weeks creating their own original character. They are now 
using these characters to create short scripts in groups of three. 
Students are working hard to ensure that their characters are 
realistic three-dimensional people. These final scripts will be 
presented for assessment in Week 9. The 9/10 class have been
focusing on Neo-Classical Drama this term. Neo-Classical is a 
style of Drama popular in the 18th Century which drew ideas 
from classical Greek Theatre. Students have been learning the 
different aspects of Neo-Classical theatre as well as working 
on expanding their Drama vocabulary. Right now students are 
working on two scripts that are simplified versions of full length
Neo-Classical plays. They will rehearse, develop their characters, 
design their set and costume before presenting to an audience. 
These scripts will be performed and assessed in Week 10. 

Mrs Rachel Manchanda



15-May-2012 www.newspaper.com 1015-May-2012 www.newspaper.com 10SOCIAL NEWS15-May-2012 www.newspaper.com KINDERGARTENAPRIL 2019 www.fountain.wa.edu.au MIDDLE SCHOOL ELECTIVES

Senior Debating

Junior Debating

In the 6-8 Sport Elective students have been focusing on getting
higher participation rates across their generation. Firstly,
we brainstormed why we were seeing a decline in participation 
rates from students aged 12 - 17. We then discussed how we 
could tackle these problems as a class. We decided that not a 
lot of students were playing sport because the rules were too
boring and old. Together, the students were given an assignment
to create their own sport that would freshen up already
existing sports. Each sport can be a combination of other sports 
or a totally new idea altogether. Each week, students take turns 
presenting their sport to the rest of the class, selling their idea 
and then practice their idea on the field. At the end of the
program, students must look at how they will implement their 
sport into the whole school and increase overall participation 
rates.

Miss Meg McKinnon

MIDDLE SCHOOL ELECTIVES

Sport

A debate, put simply, is a competition between two teams 
who argue about a single topic presented as a statement. One 
team, the Affirmative, argues that the statement is correct, 
while the Negative team try to convince their audience that the
statement is wrong. In Debating, students are able to work on 
a variety of related skills, including research, construction of 
argument, and public speaking. It also builds confidence, social 
skills and teamwork. Some of the current Debating students are 
even taking part in the WA Debating League Schools Debating 
Competition. The team performed strongly in the first round,
with a narrow loss in their first ever interschool debate
(226 vs 227 – high scores for both sides). Although this was both 
heartening and disappointing for the students, they are already 
preparing for their next debate with more vigour and a strong 
desire to improve. Throughout this term, classes have focused
predominantly on speaking and argument skills in several
different contexts, while next term we will be focusing on more 
advanced debating skills.

Mr Leonard Goulds

Welcome to another year of debating.  After a few ups and 
downs, this year’s WA Debating League competition is finally
off.  Our school will be debating at St Brigids this semester and 
students are preparing for the second debate of the season after
winning the first round. Congratulations to all winning first round 
teams. It is really exciting to see so many students participating 
this year and they will no doubt grow as public speakers and 
debaters.

Although the debating elective is hard work and requires 
dedication and commitment, learning to debate reaps some
lifelong benefits which includes developing excellent oral and 
written communication skills.  It also allows students to develop
strategies to overcome fears of public speaking and discover
the confidence and desire to participate in all academic classes. 
It no doubt leaves students with a sense of achievement and 
self-confidence.  Having said this, I look forward to more people
joining us in the future and becoming great debaters.

Mrs Amina Syed

In this elective class, students are working in groups and use 
LEGO Mindstorms EV3 to design and program their robots.

Mr Harun Yuksel

Robotics
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Digital Media

Harmony Day

6/7/8

In Digital Media this term we have been learning how to create
pixel art animations in Adobe Photoshop. The students first
designed the animation and are in the process of creating it on 
the computer. Next term our animations will be shown in an 
Augmented reality exhibition.

9/10

In Digital media this term students are delving into the deep 
and complicated world of typographic animation. Students have 
been learning about typography principles (how to design text 
and make it pretty) and, using Adobe After effects, have begun 
to animate their words. Next term our animations will be shown 
in an Augmented reality exhibition.

Miss Mikaela McGinnity

On Friday March 22 Fountain College celebrated Harmony Day.  
Harmony Day celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity.  It’s about 
inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.

Students from Years 1-6 took part in an incursion about Chinese
Dragon dancing.  The students learnt about the cultural 
importance of the dance and then performed the dance 
themselves.  The students had a lot of fun.  Primary students 
also had a shared lunch together, with food from many cultures.  
They also showcased their different culture dress in a parade of 
nations during their primary assembly.

Middle School and Senior Secondary students had activities in 
their last classes of the day.  SRC students organised games for 
the students to play and the classes took part in a Harmony Day 
quiz.  Students also brought in food to share and had Harmony 
Day picnics with their class.

Parent Teacher Interviews
Parent teacher interviews are an important part of a students’ 
schooling as it gives parents and teachers time to meet and
discuss student progress and how parents can help their
children improve their learning. 

Interviews are held early in Term 2 and further details of how to 
book an interview time will be sent home closer to the time.
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