
While a decade is ending, In sha Allah, God willing, we are about 
to open a new chapter in the history of Fountain College. Before 
we look into the future, in this article, I would like to touch on 
some highlights of 2019.

As expectations for schools have started to change, we have
decided to expand our school goals. The result of this decision 
has brought to us our 4th school goal; integrating the curriculum
meaningfully for real world outcomes. As I have mentioned 
previously on different platforms, I believe that the skills called 
21st century skills are the qualifications that our students will 
need more than anything to be successful in the world of the 
future. Thus, we are constantly searching for ways to improve 
our schooling to be able to embed the teaching of these 21st 
century skills. Now, there are a few promising structures that we 
have found to lay the foundation of this goal.

While we are trying to raise an awareness in the school for the 
importance of 21st century skills, we have been successful in
implementing a highly regarded youth award programme at
Fountain College, The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. This
programme challenges students with tasks that are non-school 
related. It allows students to test their limits of their skills in
various fields.  We have always been active in such events 
through our extra-curricular programs, as well as pasto-
ral care activities. However, with the aid of this initiative, our 
students will complete certificate programs and receive me-
dallions which are globally recognised. This will expand their
opportunities; not only in finding jobs, but also in their further 
studies.

This year, the Drama Club production was definitely great
program, adding value to our school. The Drama Club organ-
ised the first Drama Night to be held at Fountain College. The
production, ‘Snow White in Seven Styles’, was presented to our 
parents at the Don Russell Performing Arts Centre and received 
great appreciation. I believe with the first production we took 
the most difficult step in establishing a culture of producing
drama events with our own resources. The success of the first 
production has made us very excited for the future of this
initiative.

In my opinion, one of the most important accomplishments of 
2019 was the implementation of multiple MultiLit programs. To 
be able to change whole class literacy teaching in all early years’ 
classes in one year was an outstanding achievement. I would 
like to thank all staff members who have been involved in the
implementation of InitiaLit – a research based, data driven whole 
class explicit literacy teaching program – for their hard work and 
effort. Undoubtedly, these efforts and this program will boost 
our students’ literacy outcomes in the future. While InitiaLit is a 
classroom based program, the other MultiLit programs- MiniLit 
and MacqLit- we used for intervention. In a trial of MultiLit and 
MacqLit this year we have seen the benefit to students in a short 
time period. These programs helped some students close the 
literacy gaps between them and their classmates.   

I wish for all my students, parents and staff to have a relaxing 
summer break. Hopefully, next year, I will continue this article 
with the second part that is about the developments and pro-
jects which have been planned for the future.
Kind Regards,
Murat

Mr Murat Sevil
Principal
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FROM ADMINISTRATION KINDY
There is currently a large amount of lost property in the Office.  If 
your child has lost any items of clothing, please come and check 
before the end of the year.

The Administration Team would like to wish everyone a safe and 
happy holiday.  The last day for the Office in 2019 will be Monday 
the 23rd of December and it will reopen on Monday the 13th of 
January for all enquiries and uniform purchases.

Oral Language

This term we had a huge focus on oral language. Developing
oral language in the first years of schooling is incredibly
importantas it lays the foundation for reading and writing
skills which is directly in line with our school goals. Having
a solid foundation in oral language will help children become
successful readers and strong communicators. It also 
serves to build their confidence and sense of well-being. 

This term, we read the book ‘Wombat Stew’ and re-enacted the
story. As a class we made our own pretend stew and 
imagined what weird and wonderful items we could add. 
The activity served as way to extend the children’s language.
Afterwards the children came up with their own ideas which we 
scribed for them. Their contributions and ideas were fantastic. 

Another story we have been studying is ‘The Gingerbread 
Man’. As a class we discussed what could have happened to the
gingerbread man if he wasn’t eaten. We discussed: Where did he 
go? How did he get there? Did the Gingerbread Man encounter 
a problem? What was the solution to the problem? The children 
used that model to create an entirely different ending to the story. 
Their ideas were of a very high standard and a pleasure to read.

A few housekeeping issues
• Children must bring a water bottle every day. The weather 
is heating up and we do not have drinking fountains at the Off-
site Campus.

• Please do not pack any products with nuts-this includes 
Nutella and Peanut Butter. We have some class members with 
allergies. Exposure to nuts can be detrimental to these children.

Mrs Carina Rychlak
Kindergarten Teacher
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Phone:       (08) 9458 3555

Email:       admin@fountain.wa.edu.au

Website:   www.fountain.wa.edu.au

Contact Us Events Calender
Fri 6 Dec Primary End of Year
  Ceremony and Year 5   
  Graduation

Mon 9 Dec Year 1-5 swimming begins

Tues 10 Dec Year 6-10 exams begin

Tues 17 Dec Graduation Night

Wed 18 - Fri 20 Dec   Year 6-10 Camps
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PRE-PRIMARY
As the end of the year approaches, we are preparing ourselves 
for Year One. We are beginning to take on more responsibilities
and are working to complete tasks more independently. We 
are now responsible to for date stamping and gluing our own 
work into our scrapbooks. This is a process we are finding quite
challenging at the moment, but we are confident we will have 
refined this skill in time for Year One. We are enjoying our new 
responsibilities. 

In Literacy this term we are adding more tricky words into our 
vocabulary and are increasing the number of sounds we can use 
to read and write words. We are beginning to build fluency in 
our reading and are experimenting with independent writing. 
We are particularly enjoying writing sentences using a mix of 
tricky words and words made of our known letter sounds. We 
are also loving our take home reading program. We are always 
very excited to see what our new books will be. 

In Numeracy we have been consolidating our knowledge of 
numbers up to 20, ordering the days of the week and identifying
objects as being heavy or light. In science we have been
investigating how people, animals and objects move. Our
Technology project has been to transform an ordinary box into
something else. We have used a wide selection of craft materials 
to transform these boxes into unicorns, laptops, castles and dogs 
(just to name a few). 

We are excited to see what the rest of the year will bring. 

Miss Michelle Urquhart 
Pre-Primary Teacher

YEAR 1
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This term there is an overall theme of sharing the planet with 
a focus on sustainability and we have planned many engaging 
lessons. These are the topics we have been covering this term: 
Literacy - procedural and poetic writing; Numeracy – multiplication
and division; identifying 3D shapes; fractions; measuring
area; comparing mass; collecting data to make displays; and
interpreting the information.  Science – observable changes
to the sky and landscape; Digital Technology – coding; HASS –
Weather; Design Technology – Recycling Challenge-Trash
to Cash; The Arts – Dance.

In Term 3 we had our Athletics Carnival in week 10.  What an 
awesome day it was with so many great competitors and possible
future representatives.  Congratulations to Muhammad Essa
Babar and Reem Baz El Sater, our Year 1 athletics champions!

As part of Writing this term our class have been learning about 
procedures.  Our focus story has been ‘Wombat Stew’.  We
included making fairy bread to introduce procedures.  As a class 
we created a procedure ‘How to Wash a Koala’ with its own story.

We have continued to partake in buddy reading with the Year 
5 students.  This helps to build reading confidence, improve
reading engagement and develop improved self-esteem.  It’s 
such a pleasure having the Year 5 students in our class.

As part of Technology and Art this term the Year 1 students 
have been learning about sustainability. They have undertaken a
recycling challenge called Trash to Cash, which involves using
recycled materials to make items.  Groups have been working
hard to make masks from recycled boxes, jewellery from
recycled pamphlets and textas, and wind chimes from recycled 
bottles.  Check out some of their creations.

Miss Cecily Stainton
Year 1 Teacher
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As always we have been very busy and working extremely hard 
in the Year 1/2 classroom. The children have been working so 
hard they finally managed to fill the marble jar! The marble 
jar is our whole class reward system. When the whole class is
working well, using manners or demonstrating good behaviour 
I put a marble in the jar. It took over one full term to fill! We
decided to watch the old Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory 
movie. This was perfect timing as we had just finished reading 
the book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.

In HaSS and Science, we have been learning about how and why 
the seasons occur. We have also looked at why the weather is 
different in the northern hemisphere, southern hemisphere and 
on the equator. It is so interesting learning about the planet we 
live on!

Previously in Technology we learned about Bee Bots and making 
sequences. Now we are learning about how to make PowerPoint 
presentations on the computer. 

In English we have been working on narratives, procedures and 
persuasive writing. We are coming up with some amazing ideas. 
In other news we now have a giant sloth in the reading corner. 
His presence has really been encouraging a lot reading, even 
from students who weren’t that interested in reading previously.
We have also been growing a really cool garden from the seed 
pots received from Woolworths. We have recycled plastic
bottles to use as pots and the plants are growing really well. They 
are outside our classroom if you’d like to see, but please don’t 
touch. Thank you and I hope you are enjoying the term as much 
as we are! Keep working hard. 
 
Mrs Rebecca Lucas
Year 1/2 Teacher

The Year 3s have had a busy and productive Term 4. In Writ-
ing, we have been focusing on procedures and how to write a
procedure for others to understand and follow, ensuring that 
we are using the key language features of procedures, such as
imperative verbs, listing the steps in order and using time
connectives.  We incorporated this learnt knowledge into our 
STEAM Fest project, where the students wrote a procedure 
on how to make a lava lamp. We had a fantastic day showing
visitors how to make a lava lamp and the students loved showing 
their parents the procedure that they typed up on Word.

In Mathematics, we have been learning about mixed fractions 
and how we create and solve mixed fractions problems. We 
have also learnt how to order and identify mixed fractions on a
number line. As well as looking at collecting data and analysing
data using different types of graphs. Lastly, we have been
learningabout probability and how likely an event is going
to occur using the language of impossible, unlikely, likely, equal
and certain. In Geography, we have been learning about
different types of weather and climates around the world
and have incorporated this knowledge in our Technology
lessons. Students have been creating buildings on Minecraft
that can sustain heavy impact from extreme weather. In
Science, we have been learning about the different planets
in our solar system and how long it takes for the earth to orbit
the sun. The students have loved learning about our amazing 
solar system. 

Thank you to all of my amazing students for a wonderful year, it 
has been a pleasure teaching all of you.  

Miss Emma Clauson
Year 3 Teacher
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The Year 4 class have had a busy start to the term. This term we 
are looking at a variety of different forces.  Our class was put 
into groups and we completed an experiment looking at friction.
Each group had to roll a car down a ramp and measure the
distance the car travelled on different surfaces. Each student 
then wrote up a report on their findings.

In sport this term we are learning all about hockey. The whole 
class have been having a blast learning how to hold the hockey
stick correctly, pass the ball in a variety of ways, as well as
dribble the ball down the field. Each student has been using safe 
practices with the hockey stick and I can see each students’ skill 
level and control of the ball developing each week.

In inquiry this term we are looking at our litter problem and 
how we can become problem solvers for the school and help
decrease this issue. We started off with sketching the school 
playground and noticing where the rubbish is located. We then 
emptied out a big rubbish bin and sorted the rubbish into 4
different piles (food waste, recyclables, plastic and alfoil).
Students then weighed the rubbish and we drew up graphs as to 
how much rubbish we would produce in a week, term and year. 
Each student was shocked with how much plastic we throw out. 
We then created interviews to ask members of the school and 
wider community their views on litter and how we can solve this 
problem. We collated their ideas and have started to write out 
our own action plans as to how we can work together to solve 
our litter problem.

Miss Alisha Overton
Year 4 Teacher

Term 4 has gone incredibly fast and the Year 5 students have 
been working hard in their last term as primary students.
Students designed a stylish Leavers T-shirt and look very smart 
wearing their new creation. The class have been busy practis-
ing their Aladdin play for the End of Year Performance. They 
also learnt how to stay safe on-line and how to prevent cyber
bullying during a Cyber Safety workshop. The Year 5 class have 
been enjoying reading to the Year 1 students during Buddy
Reading. 

In English, Year 5s have been revising narratives and how to
create fabulous characters such as those in Roald Dahl’s books. 
In Science, the class are exploring states of matter and learning
about the structure of molecules and atoms in gases, liq-
uids, and solids. In Design Technology, they are using their
mathematical skills to create engaging board games. In HaSS, 
students  are investigating different systems of governance
and the representative democracy in Australia. In Digital
Technology, they are creating their own country and system of 
governance in Minecraft which was presented during STEAM 
Fest.

The Year 5 class are excited to improve their swimming skills
during primary swimming lessons. They are also looking forward 
to their adventures in Middle School in 2020. I would like to 
thank all the parents for their support this year and to wish my 
Year 5 class all the best for 2020 and beyond. 

Mrs Sasha Janes
Year 5 Teacher
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On Saturday, the 16th of November, Fountain College hosted
their annual STEAM Fest. This year the event included the
presentation of student STEAM projects, a marketplace, an
animal farm, teacher-run workshops and a bouncy castle.

Students spent the entire semester preparing their projects.
In Advanced Science, students prepared their science and
design and technology projects while the Arts students made
creations reflecting a global issue. In both classes, students 
filmed an explanation and behind the scenes footage which 
they then edited into videos. Coding classes used their problem-
solving and creative thinking to make robots that can perform 
certain actions, such as testing soil. The Year 9 students were 
also tasked with presenting their enterprise projects on the day, 
which required them to create a fundraising stall with a starting 
budget of only $20. The Year 6 students designed and created 
vertical gardens using recycled materials.

In primary, the Year 5 class showcased their Minecraft projects
where they had to design either a democracy or absolute
monarchy system of government within a created a world.
The Year 4 students explained their ideas about reducing
litter.  Year 3 class made colourful lava lamps, which they
explained to visitors.  Year 1/2 made rain in a jar using
shaving foam, water and food colouring. Year 1 have been
learning about Sustainability and what they could do to
protect the environment, their STEM projects were designed
around reusing recycled materials.  Year 1 students made 
paper bead jewellery, wind chimes out of recycled plastic
bottles, and masks from cereal boxes.  Pre-Primary students
had been learning about how toys move and they had a display 
where people could test which toys rolled.  

Despite being a hot day, the parent and student turn-out was 
fantastic. Students came early to organise themselves and did 
an excellent job setting up on time. We are all thankful to the 
parents, students, teachers and visitors who made the day
successful.

YEAR 5STEAM FEST



We are pleased to be able to offer our students in Years 1 to 
5 swimming lessons in Term 4 (weeks 9 and 10) through State 
Swim.  Their swimming programs and all swimming lessons are 
designed around a philosophy that children best learn to swim 
through a combination of attained skill revision - to ensure
swimmers properly form a habit - and the steady introduction of
new swimming skills to keep the swimmer challenged,
motivated and constantly learning.  The students will attend 
eight  40 minute swimming lessons, and the school will provide 
transport and supervision of students that attend these lessons.  
Separate male and female supervisions have been arranged for 
the girls’ and boys’ swimming sessions.  

PRIMARY SWIMMING LESSONS CYBER SECURITY SEMINARS
On Wednesday of the second week of term, Fountain College 
hosted the Australian Federal Police (AFP) Community Liaison 
Department for a cybersecurity session. The session was the 
AFP’s ‘ThinkUKnow’ initiative, a program designed to inform
students and parents about cybersecurity.

There were three different group sessions. The sessions began 
with the Year 5 and 6 students, followed by the Year 7 and 8s, 
then Year 9, 10 and 11s, finishing with the session for parents.

Students, in sessions that were modified to be culturally
appropriate and sensitive, were informed about the importance 
of having strong passwords and keeping them secret, about 
communicating with others online, and not sharing any personal 
information. A parent session was also hosted where parents 
were informed about online culture and how to follow up and 
protect children online.

For students or parents who would like more information
regarding cybersecurity, they can refer to esafety.gov.au.

Omer Faruk Demirbas
Senior Secondary Team Leader

FREMANTLE EXCURSION

THE TAXATION OFFICE VISITS FOUNTAIN!
Following the awesome third term holidays, Secondary
students started Term 4 on Monday the 14th of October with an
informative and beneficial presentation by Cheryl Gordon from 
the Australian Taxation Office teaching our senior students how 
Tax and Super systems work, as well as how to complete their 
online tax returns.

Mr Gordon explained how students should apply for a Tax File 
Number as well as how to set up and navigate their Mygov
accounts.  Furthermore, they were given tips on how to reduce 
their tax and what they could claim tax back.  The presentation 
ended with a question and answer session and many students
asked interesting questions and were commended by the
presenter for their interest and behaviour.  Definite stars for our 
students!

Mrs Amina Syed
Middle School Team Leader

On Monday the 23rd of September, the Business Management 
and Enterprise (BME) Year 12 students went on an excursion to 
Fremantle. The day began with a look around the small specialty
shops that make Fremantle such a tourist hub. Mid-morning
we had a talk by the owner (Karl Buller) of ‘The National’ on
marketing and strategic planning. This talk gave the students 
an opportunity to ask questions to a local businessman, who is 
also part of the marketing team of Fremantle. Lunch was at the
famous ‘Kailis Fish Market’ where we sat and watched the
seagulls and the tourists. The day ended perfectly with
ice-cream!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the BME year 12 
students of 2019, it was a pleasure teaching them.

Mrs Patricia Oliver
BME Teacher
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Each year Fountain College celebrates student achievement at 
our End of Year concerts and graduation ceremonies.  This year 
we have three events to celebrate 2019 and recognize our stu-
dents’ work.  The details are:

Primary End of Year Performance and Year 5 Graduation

This event was held in week 8. Congratilations to all the
performers, award winners and the Year 5 Graduates.

Kindy and Pre Primary End of Year Performance

The Kindy and Pre-Primary concert was held in week 9. Well 
done to all. 

Secondary School End of Year Performance and Year 12
Graduation

Tuesday December 17, 6pm-8:30pm
Don Russell Performing Arts Centre, Forest Lakes

Yes!  It is that time of the year!  ATAR Exams are over and our 
2019 graduates are finally breathing free and relaxed.  After a 
stressful few weeks of study and exams, Fountain College Year 
12s and their parents, teachers and other Alumni met on the 
19th of November to celebrate and bid farewell to our current 
Year 12s.  It was a wonderfully relaxing evening with good food 
and funny awards as well as well wishing.  A special thanks to
Mr Omer Demirbas who was MC for the evening and kept
everyone happy and in light spirits.

Amidst the many photographs sporting Harry Potter and the soft 
cuddly giraffes, our awesome Year 12s shared their memories 
in a video and thanked the teachers for being good sports and
supporting them throughout the year.  They also prepared a
special cake for Mr Alper Ciftci to thank him for his support over 
the years and to wish him well.

When we docked at Jetty 5 at 9:45pm, everyone left in good
spirits and with a relatively settled stomach and a heart weary 
for home.  We wish our Year 12 graduates everything of the best 
in the future and exciting times ahead.

Mrs Amina Syed
Middle School Team Leader
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YEAR 5END OF YEAR CEREMONIES 2019 GRADUATES’ BOAT CRUISE


